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Adding
personal
touches

Beyond bold colours and textures,
people want décor that reflects
values, writes Susan Schwartz

here are a handful of key
«decorating trends this year,
but many consumers aj
also seeking individuality
inthe home, searching for
design features that mirror their
personalitics and their lives
“Inan age when we find
ourselves feeling disconnected, we.
want our home to bea restorative
 toreflect our values, and also
iful,” explains Jill Lewis of
JL Architecture. “I think the biggest
trend in home interiors has less to
do with aesthetics and | every hing to
dowith interested
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Tu Textile's vibrant
colours and eco-
friendly materials
reflect the latest
trends in decorating.
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John McLennan, CEO of
Indigo Living. notes that instead
of buyingall of their furniture to

match, people are waiting and
galhering individual picces

curated look.

“At this time, clean lines and
lower sofas are popular. | am also
seeing that furniture that is raised

making more mindful choices «company, Tu Textiles, which makes mndmg,esps:mﬂyﬂmwhmh that aligns with our values, We're off the floor is becoming more
with their purchases.” vibrant r:nbnmamlcuslnnns using can bring; toa room and somuch ‘'swiff,and  popular,” he says.

This mear certified- and water- by designers, don'twant to fill our homes with While most of Cheng’s clients
interested in creatinginteriors that  based ink. andanimal pnnnsand modern, more useless and mindless. seek a contemporary style without
domore than just look good - they The bold, saturated coloursand  paintery florals. purchases.” too much fancy decoration, one
also wantto know the history geometric pattems used in Lewis” Texture s increasingly being Lewis says Hong Kongisa thing they do tend toinsiston is
behind their purchases. fabrics alsoreflect the latest trends i into interis i i froma  that their audio-vi:
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Clean lines and low seating are popular, according to Indigo Living. A bamboo installation adds a touch of green.
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uelled in part by the
explosion D(ie\lmsmn
cooking shows, co
has regained pupmanw
with an emphasis on
good food and having fun with
[

Iyand friends.
Intesponse, kitchen trends are
changing to follow the demands for

professional-style spaces, with
efficiency previously only available
to professional restaurateurs.
Winston um founder of K1
(formerly Ki eriors), says
kud\mwm\.lmmmmumﬂﬂ
living space - moving beyond a
functional room to include features
that encourage socialisation, such as
(Immgr‘\lalsnrmrsfm:nh rtmeal.
Kitchens become the
huhomm houschold, hidingthe
appliances willgive theareaa
designer touchand make it appear
morestreanlined. Cabinets without
handles help to achieve this look.
Timothy Cheng, managi
dizectorof iRon Inferior”
Architecture, agrees that open
Kitchens are becoming popularin
Hong Kong, Cheng recently
completedan open-plan kitchen in
Happy Valley, featuring a computer
workspace area and island bench
often used as a gathering place for
pre-dinner drinks. Clean, an
lines areachieved by hiding.

doorknobs, while a custom-made
walnut bookcase and flooring
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Hi-tech touches
add fun to cooking

Area develops into hub of the household, moving beyond functional
space to become heart of socialisation, writes Susan Schwartz
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crafted from cak have been i i sof  tobringakitch Adler says, “Atimelesskitchen isonewhere  larger pots n the sink, Sidesprays are
employed to warm things up and colourarealso trending, “Theg i pak:m.nf ton function  excellent for washing fruitand

id; i Koller 2 they  andonstyle,"L P

More homeownersare choosing  American designer Jonathan Adler will look good muuiuﬁomnwrt by (Ic[mmcm is not timeless. pot fillers - a real chef-worthy
natural materials for their kitchens - to inject colour into kitchen sinks. ~from marble, enon E y il
from rich wood to textured stone Adler has taken th i e and :h‘\(\\‘hen kurhmx,mnl\nmmuafmchn s, and can be installed next 1o your
and the soft front sink andl igni > typlealy every lghtta 0 years. stovetop or preparation sink for casy
granite countertops remain popular,  made i bl in yellow, green, pite pops of colour in the wporsink [provided  wateraccess.

there is growing interest in natural

materials such as wood, marble,

limestoneand soapsta
1 i

turguoiseand nav,
“Ithink in every room in the
house there sh(nl\d be surprises and

going

Despi
kitchen.
overboard. “Some colour accents or
highlights, or even asimple drawing
isfine” Lim says, otherwise there i

it

be done every three tofive years to

freshen the look of the kitchen.”
Lookforasink that offers plenty

Kohler's Smart Divide sinks
lower the divider between sink
bowls, ’md make it easier to clean

and nothing better

quariz composiie continue o be in
demand. While concrete
countertops can crack and st
left unsealed, their patina and
texture can add character toa
kitchen. Countertaps can be
comprised primarily of recycled
materials, such as ground-up glass
or metal shavings, making them
lighterin weightand more
enviranmentally friendlly,

rdwoad floors work well
with open-floor plans. Exolic
woods, such as walnut, mahogany,
hemlock, corkand bamboo, are
apopular waytoadda more
natural feel.

This trend towards natural-
looking, eco-friendly materials has
led to carthy, neutral-looking
kitchens. On the opposite scale of

i

Lumina's ceiling lamp, from K+1,

complements a Sleek kitchen.
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muhu., oveable cutting
boards, rinsi various

trays-and receptacl

preparation tasks easier and more Y

fun. Kohler's chef-i Alsotrending is tapware that lights

pired Stages

sinks feature accessories tailared to
cach stage of the caoking process.
nks with an integrated wet

upor changes the colour of the

running water, Lam says.
Asappliances become more

inteligen Lam

and cloan-up. Whenyou're done,
thestainless steel wet surface is
easyto clean, and drains right into
yoursink.

Torkitchen sinksand appliances,
I,am wwlmulm steel is the fi

“People want the latest |(~d\|mlng\>

because ithasa high novelty value.

Buc would advise peayle o kcepi

basic because electrical

e aligh mainiEnanCe o
Lamadvises doing something

choice of novel, friendly,
homacmhlmmuse itiseasyto and incorporate patted plants in the
Kitchen the form of

deanlao useful herbs or varieti

mu\'cmllolyuur\vm asy

1 put

thathelp
clean theair.



